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Wind	
  Energy	
  Quick	
  Facts	
  	
  

 Wind	
  Energy	
  
now	
  accounts	
  
for	
  >2%	
  of	
  the	
  
nation’s	
  
electricity	
  	
  

  20%	
  by	
  2030	
  

Source:	
  AWEA	
  &	
  DOE	
  



Wind	
  Energy	
  Quick	
  Facts	
  (cont.)	
  	
  
  In	
  2008,	
  wind	
  
energy	
  accounted	
  
for	
  42%	
  of	
  new	
  
generation	
  
capacity	
  in	
  the	
  US	
  

  8,558	
  MW	
  &	
  $16.4	
  
Billion	
  invested	
  	
  

 US	
  is	
  now	
  the	
  
world’s	
  largest	
  
producer	
  of	
  wind	
  
energy	
  

Source:	
  AWEA	
  &	
  DOE	
  



Advantages	
  of	
  Wind	
  Energy	
  

 Abundance	
  of	
  wind	
  energy	
  
  Free	
  source	
  of	
  energy	
  
 Relatively	
  low-­‐cost	
  	
  
 Relatively	
  low	
  maintenance	
  
 No	
  greenhouse	
  gas	
  emissions	
  
 Most	
  importantly,	
  Pro-­‐wind	
  
incentive	
  policies	
  by	
  the	
  US	
  
Gov’t	
  



Investment	
  Opportuni>es	
  
 US	
  Economic	
  Stimulus	
  Package	
  Supports	
  Wind	
  
Energy	
  

  $1.6	
  Billion	
  of	
  new	
  clean	
  renewable	
  energy	
  bonds	
  	
  
  Production	
  Tax	
  Credit	
  (PTC)	
  extended	
  until	
  2012	
  
  Developers	
  have	
  option	
  to	
  take	
  the	
  Investment	
  Tax	
  
Credit	
  (ITC)	
  in	
  lieu	
  of	
  PTC	
  

  ITC	
  is	
  common	
  in	
  solar	
  industry,	
  offers	
  30%	
  tax	
  credit	
  
based	
  on	
  cost	
  of	
  investment	
  	
  

  ITC	
  “Refundability”:	
  with	
  ITC	
  option,	
  developer	
  can	
  
apply	
  to	
  the	
  Department	
  of	
  Treasury	
  to	
  receive	
  a	
  
grant	
  in	
  lieu	
  of	
  the	
  tax	
  credit	
  	
   Source:	
  AWEA	
  &	
  DOE	
  &	
  Jefferies	
  Int.	
  	
  



The	
  Future	
  of	
  Wind	
  Energy	
  	
  

Source:	
  DOE	
  



The	
  Future	
  of	
  Wind	
  Energy	
  (cont.)	
  

 More	
  Jobs!	
  	
  

Source:	
  AWEA	
  



The	
  Future	
  of	
  Wind	
  Energy	
  (cont.)	
  
  Increase	
  in	
  
	
  US	
  Small	
  Wind	
  
	
  Market	
  

Source:	
  AWEA	
  



Leadership	
  for	
  Renewable	
  Energy	
  

	
  	
  	
  “The	
  nation	
  that	
  leads	
  the	
  world	
  in	
  creating	
  new	
  
energy	
  sources	
  will	
  be	
  the	
  nation	
  that	
  leads	
  the	
  21st-­‐

century	
  global	
  economy.”	
  	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  -­‐-­‐	
  President	
  Barack	
  Obama	
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